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Important questions about reading comprehension on the Internet need to be addressed if we are to
effectively prepare students for their literacy futures.  This article closely examines the skills and abilities
needed to interact with text on the Internet while exploring the answers to four questions:  (a) Is the
comprehension process different on the Internet?; (b) If so, what new thought processes are required
beyond those needed to comprehend conventional print?; (c) Are these processes extensions of traditional
comprehension skills or do Web-based learning environments demand fundamentally different skills?; and
(d) If comprehension is different on the Internet, what implications do these differences have for
comprehension instruction, assessment, and professional development?

The outline is framed with the same elements of the RAND Report, but different skills and strategies are
included that are specifically related to the new literacies required when using the Internet and other ICT.

• Broadened Understandings of Text: (nonlinear, multimedia, interactive and self-referential)
• Broadened Understandings of the Reader: (cognitive capabilities, purpose, motivation, self-efficacy,

knowledge and experiences)
• Broadened Understandings of the Reading Activity: (purpose, process and consequences)
• Broadened Understandings of the Social Context: (social collaboration, telecollaborative literacies, and

student directed learning)

Leu, D.J. Jr., Kinzer, C.K., Coiro, J., & Cammack, D. (2004).  Toward a Theory of New
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The new literacies of the Internet include the skills, strategies, and dispositions necessary to successfully
use and adapt to the rapidly changing information and communication technologies and contexts that
continuously emerge in our world and influence all areas of our personal and professional lives. These
new literacies allow us to use the Internet and other ICT to identify important problems, locate
information, analyze the usefulness of that information, synthesize information to solve problems, and
communicate the solutions to others.

The principles of the New Literacies Perspective include:
1. The Internet and other ICT are central technologies for literacy within a global community in

an information age.
2. The Internet and other ICT require new literacies to fully access their potential.
3. New literacies are deictic (ever-changing).
4. The relationship between literacy and technology is transactional.
5. New literacies are multiple in nature.
6. Critical literacies are central to the new literacies.
7. New forms of strategic knowledge are central to the new literacies.
8. Speed counts in important ways within the new literacies.
9. Learning is often socially constructed within new literacies.
10. Teachers become more important, though their role changes, within new literacy classrooms.
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